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In 2017, the Gainesville-Hall Met-
ropolitan Planning Organization, in 
partnership with City of Gainesville, 
City of Oakwood, City of Flowery 
Branch, and Hall County, received 
transportation funding through the 
Federal Highway Administration’s 
Federal Metropolitan Planning (PL) 
Fund. The grant covers planning 
funds for two trail corridor studies. 

Building on efforts by community 
stakeholders and local government 
agencies, the Gainesville and South 
Hall Trail studies will examine the 
feasibility of two trail corridors that 
provide a coordinated vision for 
active transportation investment 
and recreational outlet in Gaines-
ville and southern Hall County. The 
study will develop project recom-
mendations that maximize walking 
and bicycling potential in high-de-
mand areas by connecting those ar-
eas with high-quality, comfortable, 
and safe trail corridors. 



TRAILS CREATE 
VALUE + GENERATE 
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

• Studies have found a positive 
correlation between walkability and 
housing prices. 1 

• Trails are a top amenity to 
homebuyers. 2 

• Bicycling creates an estimated $60 
million in annual economic impact in 
North Carolina’s Outer Banks

• Households in automobile-
dependent communities devote 50% 
more to transportation (more than 
$8,500 annually) than households in 
communities with more accessible 
land use and more multimodal 
transportation systems (less than 
$5,500 annually). 3 

1 CEOs for Cities. (2010)  Walking the Walk: How Walkability Raises 
Home Values in U.S. Cities.)
2 National Association of Realtors and National Association of Home 

Builders. (2002). Consumer’s Survey on Smart Choices for Home Buyers.
3 Barbara McCann (2000), Driven to Spend; The Impact of Sprawl on 
Household Transportation Expenses, STPP (www.transact.org).

Trails generate value through:

RECREATIONAL SPENDING 
bicycle rentals, food & drink, sporting 
equipment

TOURISM 
spending by out-of-state users on 
lodging, transportation, dining

SPILLOVER IMPACTS
additional jobs and worker spending

FISCAL IMPACTS 
sales tax revenue generated

INCREASED PROPERTY 
VALUES
increased household wealth near SCT

PROPERTY TAX REVENUE 
benefiting municipalities and school 
districts



TRAILS CREATE HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES

A  growing  number  of  studies  show  that  the  
design  of  our  communities—including neigh-
borhoods,  towns,  transportation  systems,  
parks,  trails  and  other  public  recreational facil-
ities—affects  people’s  ability  to  reach  the  rec-
ommended  daily  30  minutes  of moderately  in-
tense  physical  activity  (60  minutes  for  youth). 
The  increased  rate  of  disease associated  with  
inactivity  reduces  quality  of  life  for  individ-
uals  and  increases  medical  costs  for families, 
companies, and local governments. The Centers 
for Disease Control has determined that creat-
ing  and  improving  places  to  be  active  could  
result  in  a  25percentincrease  in  the  number  
of people who exercise at least three times a 
week.7This is significant considering that for peo-
ple who are  inactive,  even  small  increases  in  
physical  activity  can  bring  measurable  health  
benefits.    The establishment  of  a  safe  and  
reliable  transportation  network  that  offers  
opportunities  for  bicycling will have a positive 
impact on the health of nearby residents.

25.7%

21.9%

of Hall County residents are obese

of Hall County residents do not 
meet recommended activity levels

“Individuals must choose to exercise, but communities can 
make that choice easier”

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, 2006

In April 2016, Hall 
County had the inaugural 
Highlands to Islands 5k 
run on the newly opened 
Chicopee Section of the 
Highlands to Islands Trail. 
Events like this make the 
trail more visible while 
creating community 
around active lifestyles. 



TRAILS PROTECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT

NATURAL GREENWAY 
CORRIDORS
Trail corridors that connect to and contain 
large areas of open space serve important 
functions for our natural ecosystems by:
• Creating a natural buffer that protects 

waterways from soil erosion and pollution 
caused by agricultural and roadway 
runoff. 

• Linking wildlife and habitat that is 
fragmented by development, thereby 
supporting greater biodiversity.

• Protecting and restoring natural 
floodplains along rivers and streams 
(FEMA estimates that implementation of 
floodplain ordinances prevents $1.1 B in 
flood damage annually).  

FEWER VEHICLE 
TRIPS
A bicycle commuter who 
rides five miles to work, four 
days a week, avoids 2,000 
miles of driving a  year—the  
equivalent  of  100  gallons  of  
gasoline  saved  and  2,000  
pounds  of  CO2  emissions 
avoided. CO2 savings of 
this magnitude reduce the 
average American’s carbon 
footprint by about 5percent. 
A citizen who lives in a 
community that allows him or 
her to run most errands by 
bicycling or walking can save 
about 500 gallons of fuel, or 
10,000 pounds of CO2 each 
year.

Trails protect the environment by reducing dependence on 
emissions-producing vehicles, and by creating protected natural 
corridors. 


